THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

journey as quickly as possible. He said good-bye to us
very civilly, but he gave me the impression that we
Republicans did not enjoy his sympathies.

A little later the British Consul, Sefior Milanes, arrived,
and in order to enquire into British reaction to our peace
negotiations we told him that we had decided definitely
to refuse the intervention of foreign powers as mediators.
Seiior Milanes told us that he could not give any official
opinion on such an important point, but privately and in
a friendly way he considered that this was the best and
perhaps the only solution. Personally I considered that
this private opinion of Sefior Milanes coincided with that
of the British Government. We went on to tell the British
Consul of the conversation we had had with the French
Consul, and we asked him to tell us if his Government
would agree to giving us means of transport by sea to
Marseilles and Oran for those who wished to leave the
country7. Sefior Milanes told us that his Government
would have no objection to carrying out such a humane
service with British warships which were just then off
Levante, on condition that General Franco would agree
to it.

Also the Council had commissioned the Supplies Chief,
Don Trifon Gomez, to approach the Mexican Embassy
in Paris to request him to arrange for refuge in his country
for those who could leave Spain.

Having cleared up these points, I had a meeting with
our two representatives in the peace negotiations and gave
them concrete instructions as to what form their procedure

220